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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 

First Report — “Annual Report 2016–17” — Tabling 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [10.01 am]: I present for tabling the first report of the Community Development 
and Justice Committee, entitled “Annual Report 2016–17”. 

[See paper 576.] 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I am pleased to table the first annual report for the Community Development and 
Justice Standing Committee in the fortieth Parliament. This is a slightly different annual report in that it covers 
two parliamentary sessions. The 2017 state general election took place during the 2016–17 financial year; 
therefore, the activities of both the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee of the thirty-ninth 
Parliament and the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee of the fortieth Parliament are 
contained in this report. 

I would like to acknowledge the admirable work of the committee of the previous Parliament, and especially of its 
chair, the honourable member for Girrawheen. That committee not only tabled a major report, “Cultivating promise: 
Building Resilience and Engagement for At-Risk Youth through Sport and Culture”, during the reporting period, 
but also conducted a number of agency review hearings. 

To some extent, the current committee has expanded upon the work of the committee of the thirty-ninth Parliament. 
In September 2016, that committee held a hearing with the Western Australian Electoral Commission to ascertain 
its preparedness for the 2017 election. The committee of the fortieth Parliament followed up with the WAEC to 
ascertain how the election went and whether there were any areas for improvement. As a result of those initial 
investigations, the committee decided to initiate an inquiry into the administration and management of the 
2017 election. This inquiry is ongoing. As part of this inquiry, the committee is assessing the adequacy of WAEC 
procedures in relation to ballot security; the participation of communities with traditionally low levels of enrolment 
or turnout; the levels of informality; remote polling; the operation of polling places, including pre-poll places; and 
the general responsiveness of the Electoral Act l907. Ultimately, the committee wants to ensure that the electoral 
system is as robust as possible—that is, that eligible voters are given adequate opportunity to cast their vote and 
all political parties and candidates are able to have their policies and voices heard. 

I look forward to working with my committee colleagues in this Parliament. Their contribution to our discussions 
and deliberations has been invaluable and I know that we will have a productive year and a productive term ahead 
of us. I am sure that when we complete our current inquiry, we will continue with other agency reviews and 
inquiries that will help inform the Parliament and the public of Western Australia and help to create better public 
policy going forward. Thank you. 
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